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The (non) Interaction between Emotional and
Cogitative Faculties in Avicenna and Sadra and Its
Impact on Education

Yasser Pouresmail*

It seems that Avicenna and Sadra subscribe to the independence of cogitative (or intellectual) faculties
from the emotional ones. This “independence Thesis” is meant to be both an ontological and an
epistemological one, that is, our intellectual states are ontologically independent from our emotional ones to
the effect that there’s no interaction between their realizers, and they are also epistemologically independent
to the effect that our intellectual knowledge is not influenced by our emotional knowledge or experiences.
They account for cases of apparently ontological interferences of intellectual and emotional states as
pathologies that should be cured (via psychotherapy or psychiatry), and for cases of epistemological
intergerences as logical mistakes or fallacies that should be cured by logical practice. I will then examine the
impact of this theory on Avicenna and Sadra’s conception of education as part of their practical wisdom. The
idea is that an educational system should, on this view, be centered upon the emotive/cogitative distinction;
that is, in the first instance, children with mental disorders from high-level education and be advised to turn
to other skills that aren’t disrupted by this disorder. In the second instance, text-books and the whole process
of education (teaching, studying, etc.) should be designed in accordance with this distinction.

* MA student of Philosophy at Mofid University, Qom
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